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            To keep staff and patients safe, we release a bulletin of ongoing and recently ended outbreaks in licensed long-term and acute care facilities throughout the region.
          

        

            




    
        
    
        
    

      
              
                            
              
                    



    

  
    Below is a list of infectious disease outbreaks (e.g. C. difficile, norovirus, influenza) declared at acute and long-term care facilities (LTCF) within the Vancouver Coastal Health (VCH) region. These include VCH-owned and operated Providence Health Care, Provincial Health Services and contracted facilities.

View the latest facility outbreak bulletin


  






        

              

                  
              
                            
              
                    



      
      What is an outbreak?
    

    

  
    Outbreaks occur when infected people, including patients, staff, volunteers, contracted workers and visitors, come to our hospitals and health care facilities and infect others. 

The Medical Health Officer (MHO) determines when an outbreak will be declared. For most infectious diseases, an outbreak is declared if three or more cases involving patients and/or staff occur within a designated time frame and in a specific area or unit. For C. difficile, an outbreak is declared when the number of cases increases above what is normally experienced. For COVID-19, the MHO will consider multiple factors including vaccination coverage and severity of illness.


  






        

              

                  
              
                            
              
                    



      
      What should I do if there's an outbreak?
    

    

  
    The best way to prevent the spread of infections is to wash your hands and to get an annual flu shot.

Wash your hands or use the alcohol-based hand rub available when you come in and when you leave. Follow instructions given by staff during admission and when visiting patients. Look for signs that identify if other steps need to be taken, such as wearing a gown or mask. Learn more at How to wash your hands - Sneezes & Diseases website.

Please reconsider visiting hospitals or care homes if you have had a fever or intestinal problem in the three days before your visit.

For more information, follow the extra precautions outlined for visitors of patients who are infected.


  






        

              

                  
              
                            
              
                    



      
      How does VCH respond to an outbreak?
    

    

  
    We have strict infection control protocols that are immediately followed when an outbreak is declared. Our goal is to prevent the further spread of the infection through:

	Careful monitoring
	Increased housekeeping
	Restricting patient admissions and transfers from outbreak wards or facilities
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    To view respiratory disease data including COVID-19 for British Columbia, visit the BCCDC website. Respiratory and COVID-19 data is updated weekly on Thursdays. 

Respiratory diseases updates on bccdc.ca
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                    Find out what you can do to keep patients and staff safe and protected from the spread of infections.
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                    Learn about the steps you'll need to take if you're a patient who has been put on contact precautions, or if you're a visitor.
                  

                              


              
                
                  
                
              


              
            

                  
              

    

  


      
  



  


    


    

          
      Was this page helpful?
    

      The VCH web team reviews website suggestions weekly for common themes. While we won't provide direct responses, your feedback is valuable.

For non-website-related questions or feedback, please contact us. Health-related queries should be directed to your primary care provider or HealthLinkBC at 8-11.

Protecting your privacy is a priority. Avoid including names or identifying details. Learn more on our Privacy and Terms of Use page.
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        Thank you for pointing out what we can do better in the future.
      






              
  

  
    
      Vancouver Coastal Health is committed to delivering exceptional care to 1.25 million people, including the First Nations, Métis and Inuit, within the traditional territories of the Heiltsuk, Kitasoo-Xai’xais, Lil’wat, Musqueam, N’Quatqua, Nuxalk, Samahquam, shíshálh, Skatin, Squamish, Tla’amin, Tsleil-Waututh, Wuikinuxv, and Xa’xtsa.
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