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COVID-19 VACCINATION PROGRAM

What's coming up next ...

Next week: Second dose clinics for those vaccinated between Dec. 15 to 31

 

Earlier this week, Provincial Health Officer Dr. Bonnie Henry announced that the short-term delay in the delivery

of vaccines to B.C. will continue through the first two weeks of February. Despite these delays, next week we

continue to prioritize second doses of COVID-19 vaccine for staff and medical staff who received their first dose

between Tuesday, Dec. 15 and Thursday, Dec. 31, either at a clinic or on site at a long-term care home.

 

Most who received their first dose during Week 3 of our campaign (Dec. 28 - 31) were staff and residents at long-

term care homes, so we will be returning to those same homes next week to deliver second doses. We may also

offer limited appointments to others who are due for a second dose. Please watch for communication from your

manager, supervisor or medical department head. Only staff and medical staff who received their first dose on or

before Dec. 31 will receive their second dose at this time. 

 

Please bring your paper record of immunization to the clinic. Those who don’t bring it will have their eligibility

confirmed through the provincial immunization database which includes a record of all COVID-19 vaccinations

given, but this may result in a longer wait. Those who received their first dose after Dec. 31 will be notified when

it’s their turn to receive their second dose.

 

B.C.’s immunization plan will go ahead as scheduled despite vaccine delivery delays

 

Though we know B.C. will getting be fewer doses of vaccine than expected this month, we do not expect long-

term impacts on the vaccination plan. The province anticipates that all doses that were set to be delivered by the

end of March will be as planned, and we will be able to provide immunization clinics for our priority groups.

We know it may be frustrating not to see your specific job or team represented in the phased approach, but all

who want to be vaccinated will be given the opportunity in the coming weeks and months. When it is your turn to

be immunized, you will be notified directly by your manager, supervisor, or medical department head. 

B.C.'s COVID-19 Immunization Plan

The B.C. COVID-19 Immunization Plan happens in four phases. The phased approach is based on expert advice and
guidance from the NACI, B.C.’s Immunization Committee and the public health leadership committee. NACI
recommends certain populations receive prioritization for early COVID-19 vaccination. Eligibility for all phases is
based on the age you are turning in 2021.
 
B.C. is committed to an ethical approach to immunization phases. The COVID-19 vaccine will be distributed
equitably and ethically to people in B.C. following national ethical frameworks and BCCDC’s COVID-19 Ethical
Decision-Making Framework.
 
Moving between phases
 
The timeline for B.C.’s COVID-19 Vaccination Plan is dependent on vaccine supply and availability. The federal
government is working to obtain as much vaccine as possible to distribute to provinces and territories.
 
It's important to understand the timeline for each phase may change due to vaccine availability. All people in B.C.
recommended to receive the vaccine will have the opportunity to get it in 2021. 
 
You will not miss your chance to the get the vaccine when a new phase starts. Once you become eligible, you are
always eligible. For example:

If you are in Phase 2, you can get the vaccine in Phase 3 or Phase 4
If you are in Phase 3, you can get the vaccine in Phase 4

Important reminder: Provincial Health Officer (PHO) orders and Public Health guidelines, including strict
adherence to personal protective equipment use, remain in place for everyone, even if you have received the
vaccine. 
 
To date, 145.567 doses of a COVID-19 vaccine have been administered in B.C., 8,097 of which are second doses.
Immunization data is available on the B.C. Centre for Disease Control (BCCDC) COVID-19 dashboard.
 
For the most up-to-date information on the vaccination rollout, please visit our VCH intranet site.

Vaccination program updates and more →

QUESTION OF THE DAY

COVID-19 vaccine 

Q: What I thought were side effects of the vaccine seem more severe. What should I do?

 

A: As with many vaccines, you may experience some mild side effects in the first few days after your vaccination,

including soreness at the site of injection, or feeling fatigued or feverish. If you’re experiencing anything other

than local injection site reaction, we encourage you to do a COVID-19 self-assessment test online or call 811, and

go for testing if it is suggested for you. You can’t get COVID-19 from the vaccine as there is no live virus present,

but we want to be sure you weren’t coincidentally incubating the virus, or contracted it in the first few days after

vaccination, when your immune protection is still developing. If it is suggested that you go for COVID-19 testing

and your results are negative, please stay home until your symptoms subside. If your results are positive, begin

your isolation period and VCH case and contact tracing staff will be in touch with further information.

 

Severe side effects of the vaccine are rare, but we are tracking all instances of this. If you experience any unusual,

persistent, or serious side effects, these should be reported to workplace health or to your local public health unit.

More questions? Check out the COVID-19 vaccine page for FAQs.

oneVCH COVID-19 VIRTUAL TOWN HALL

Did you miss today's town hall? You can still watch it here ...

To watch the virtual town hall, please click on the link below:

 

VANCOUVER COASTAL HEALTH COVID-19 TOWN HALL UPDATE – FEB 4 2021 11:00 AM WEBCAST

MEDICAL STAFF COVID-19 Q&A (PHYSICIANS, MIDWIVES, NURSE PRACITIONERS &
DENTISTS)

B.C. vaccine procurement

Q: Why is our government not asking for more vaccine like European countries and Israel?  It appears we have just

accepted that we are receiving less vaccine and not questioned it. 

 

A: The federal government procures the vaccines for Canada. As we cannot make our own vaccines, we are

dependent on contracts for supplies. The federal government is continuing to negotiate to improve our access.

The good news is that we are still on track for the allocations to get us through to the end the first quarter (March

2021).  Although there has been a low supply for our province, and while the supply is down, the prediction is that

we will see more vaccine supply coming through later in February and early March to help us work though our

priority populations.

 

Medical Staff Q&A were generated during the Feb. 3, 2021 Medical Staff Forum. The a/v recording of the previous

forums, as well as the transcripts and a running list of Q&A are available here.

UPDATE ON NEW AND EXISTING COVID-19 CASES (as of February 4, 2021)

There were 465 new cases of COVID-19 today for a total of 69,245 cases in the province.

Active cases: 4,447

Vancouver Coastal Health: 98 new cases

Fraser: 234 new cases

Interior Health: 54 new cases

Island Health: 27 new cases

Northern Health: 52 new cases

People who normally reside outside of Canada: 0 new cases

257 hospitalized

76 currently admitted to ICU

62,078 recovered

6 new deaths and 1,240 confirmed deaths in total

Click here to see more updates on the BC COVID-19 Dashboard

COVID-19 DATA

Long-term care, assisted living and independent living sites
COVID-19 data is available on the B.C. Centre for Disease Control (BCCDC) website, including outbreak and case
information. The January 21, 2021 weekly COVID-19 long-term care outbreak report is also available on the
website.
 
The website also includes situation reports, maps of cases in the province and more.

Click here to go to the BCCDC site →

KEY LINKS

Text Alerts: Physician sign up keyword: COVID19

Text Alerts:  Staff sign up keyword: ALERT            

Staff supports during COVID-19                              

Medical staff resources during COVID-19             

STAFF SUPPORTS

Caring for you during COVID-19

We recognize the hard work and long hours you are all putting in during the COVID-19 pandemic. We want to

make it easier for you to focus on providing the exceptional care that you do and support you in the demands of

daily living as much as possible.

 

This week’s staff supports feature: Connection
 

Employee Wellness (EFAP): Coping with COVID-19: Cultivating Calm & Resilience

 

When we launched the Coping with COVID-19 Webinar series in March 2020, physical distancing was new to many

of us but now, after nearly a year has passed, we’re noticing an overwhelming longing for a sense of connection

amongst staff. With the introduction of our Mental Health & Wellness Temperature Check Webinar in December

2020, we quickly learned that participants welcomed the interactive nature of that particular session.  When

given the opportunity to share experiences and emotions, we found that employees readily expressed themselves.

 

In response to this, we made the decision to switch our delivery platform for Coping with COVID-19 over to Zoom

as it allows participants to communicate, both verbally and visually. We love seeing your beautiful faces and

hearing your experiences, but if you’re more comfortable with your camera off and your microphone on mute

that’s perfectly fine as well – you do you! The goal of switching over to Zoom was to allow employees to be in

control of how much interaction and connection they get out of our sessions.

 

If you’d like to learn more about our Coping with COVID-19 Webinar series, download this poster and join our

weekly distribution list by e-mailing us at tcom@employee-wellness.ca.

Visit VCH’s Staff Supports Intranet page for the latest updates, information

and offers that support caring for you during COVID-19.

 

Thank you for your hard work and long hours you are all putting in during the COVID-19 pandemic.

REMINDER ABOUT MEDIA

If you receive a media inquiry, please contact our Public Affairs team immediately for support. Our media line is

604-202-2012 or email media@vch.ca.

COMMENTS OR QUESTIONS?

Please click here to submit questions or comments on our VCH COVID-19 intranet page.

KEY LINKS

BC COVID-19 Symptom Self-Assessment Tool

Wellness Together Canada: Mental Health and Substance Use Support

COVID-19 Multilingual Resources

Coping with COVID: Additional Employee Wellness/EFAP services

VCH Virtual Health website

Infection Prevention and Control (IPAC) website: Staff resources on how to assess, test and treat patients

and protect patients and staff.

Infection Prevention and Control Policy: Ministry of Health

VCH Regional Pandemic Outbreak Response Plan: VCH Communicable Disease Control website

VCH Intranet: COVID-19 updates

REGIONAL AND LOCAL EOC ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURES

COVID-19 VCH-PHC Regional EOC

COVID-19 Vancouver Acute EOC

COVID-19 Vancouver Community EOC

COVID-19 Coastal EOC

COVID-19 Richmond EOC

COVID-19 Providence Health Care (PHC) EOC

The bulletins are distributed on Mondays and Thursdays. Past bulletins are available on the COVID-19 section of
our VCH staff intranet.
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