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COVID-19 VACCINATION PROGRAM

What's coming up next ...

By the numbers: COVID-19 vaccine doses given as of Feb. 17

As of Feb. 17 at 4:30 p.m., more than 176,000 doses of vaccine have been administered across the province. We

are pleased to share that Vancouver Coastal Health has administered 26 per cent of those doses, for a total of

45,993 doses across our region. For more of the latest COVID-19 data, visit the B.C. COVID-19 dashboard.

Provincial supply of vaccine expected to increase starting this week

We have been experiencing short-term delays in vaccine supply delivery for the past few weeks as manufacturing

facilities scaled up their operations in order to deliver larger amounts. While supply still remains somewhat

limited, Provincial Health Officer Dr. Bonnie Henry said Tuesday that increasing amounts are beginning to arrive.

She said vaccine delivery is a complicated process with many moving parts, and we are adapting as best we can.

As supply levels become more stable, we will continue to vaccinate more priority groups as laid out in the

provincial COVID-19 Immunization Plan.

 

Moving to Phase 2

As we begin to move into Phase 2 of the province’s immunization plan, we have heard requests for clarification

about which staff are included within this priority group. The category of hospital staff includes all staff who

provide direct care to patients, including physicians, nurses and allied-health staff. A working group of health-

authority leaders is determining who is eligible, and they are taking into account all types of roles and work. The

exact timeline depends on how much vaccine is delivered in March, but we assure you that all health-care workers

who want to be vaccinated will be in the coming weeks and months, and we appreciate your patience and

understanding.

 

Phase 2 also includes seniors in the community who are 80 years of age and older, as well as Indigenous seniors and

elders 65 years and older. We are planning our strategies to reach these populations in a variety of ways. This

includes outreach to homebound individuals, taking vaccine to congregate living settings like we have done with

long-term care homes, and other ways to engage community-based seniors. All of the people in our region who

are eligible in Phase 2 will be contacted and invited for vaccination when we are ready to immunize them.

 

Find out more about the B.C. COVID-19 Immunization Plan here.

Important reminder: Provincial Health Officer (PHO) orders and Public Health guidelines, including strict
adherence to personal protective equipment use, remain in place for everyone, even if you have received the
vaccine. 
 
To date, 180,691 doses of a COVID-19 vaccine have been administered in B.C., 29,952 of which are second doses.
Immunization data is available on the B.C. Centre for Disease Control (BCCDC) COVID-19 dashboard.
 
For the most up-to-date information on the vaccination rollout, please visit our VCH intranet site.

Vaccination program updates and more →

QUESTION OF THE DAY

COVID-19 vaccine 

Q: Will we have to get the COVID-19 vaccine annually, like the influenza vaccine?

 

A:  COVID-19 is a new virus, and we are still learning more about it. We know that COVID-19 vaccines have been

shown to provide excellent protection against symptomatic COVID-19, but we are still not certain about how long

that protection lasts. We have also learned that the COVID-19 virus does undergo changes as it circulates through

populations, as do all RNA viruses, which is why different variants have been identified. However, the changes do

not occur as rapidly and are not as significant as the changes seen annually with influenza viruses, which

necessitates new influenza vaccines each year.

 

Public-health experts and researchers are monitoring the effectiveness of the COVID-19 vaccines, including the

protection they provide against different variants of the virus and the duration of protection. The vaccine

manufacturers are prepared to reformulate the vaccine based on variants, if necessary. If significant changes in

the virus because of variants are found, or duration of protection wanes over time, public health agencies will

make the appropriate recommendations, which may include offering booster doses or vaccine reformulations.

More questions? Check out the COVID-19 vaccine page for FAQs.

oneVCH COVID-19 VIRTUAL TOWN HALL

Missed today's virtual town hall? Watch it here! 

To join the virtual town hall, please click on the link below:

 

VANCOUVER COASTAL HEALTH COVID-19 TOWN HALL UPDATE – FEB. 18, 2021, 11 AM WEBCAST

MEDICAL STAFF COVID-19 (PHYSICIANS, MIDWIVES, NURSE PRACTITIONERS &
DENTISTS)

Q&A: B.C. vaccine scheduling

Q: Are frontline community staff going to be involved in helping to get housebound frail seniors vaccinated?  What

training will be required for this?

 

A: Yes, planning is underway for the vaccination of the first group of the general public (over 80-year-olds), based

on the analysis of the data.  We are looking at things such as how many within this group are homebound clients

that are known to VCH and will be unable to physically attend a clinic. For these individuals we will certainly use

our own staff to provide vaccination in the home to those patients.

 

We have a whole team dedicated to planning for the mass vaccination for our clinics, including looking at the HR

needs and training. There will be some education that you will need to complete in order to be a vaccinator. Our

Professional Practice group is leading this area.

 

Medical Staff Q&A were generated during the Feb. 16 Medical Staff Forum. The audio-visual recording of the

previous forums, as well as the full transcripts and a running list of Q&A will be available shortly on the intranet

site.

UPDATE ON NEW AND EXISTING COVID-19 CASES (as of February 18, 2021)

There were 617 new cases of COVID-19 today for a total of 75,327 cases in the province.

Active cases: 4,348

Vancouver Coastal Health: 146 new cases

Fraser: 342 new cases

Interior Health: 17 new cases

Island Health: 19 new cases

Northern Health: 92 new cases

People who normally reside outside of Canada: 1 new cases

224 hospitalized

60 currently admitted to ICU

69,602 recovered

4 new deaths and 1,321 confirmed deaths in total

Click here to see more updates on the BC COVID-19 Dashboard

COVID-19 DATA

Long-term care, assisted living and independent living sites
COVID-19 data is available on the B.C. Centre for Disease Control (BCCDC) website, including outbreak and case
information. The February 18, 2021 weekly COVID-19 long-term care outbreak report is also available on the
website.
 
The website also includes situation reports, maps of cases in the province and more.

Click here to go to the BCCDC site →

KEY LINKS

Text Alerts: Physician sign up keyword: COVID19

Text Alerts:  Staff sign up keyword: ALERT            

Staff supports during COVID-19                              

Medical staff resources during COVID-19             

REMINDER ABOUT MEDIA

If you receive a media inquiry, please contact our Public Affairs team immediately for support. Our media line is

604-202-2012 or email media@vch.ca.

COMMENTS OR QUESTIONS?

Please click here to submit questions or comments on our VCH COVID-19 intranet page.

KEY LINKS

BC COVID-19 Symptom Self-Assessment Tool

Wellness Together Canada: Mental Health and Substance Use Support

COVID-19 Multilingual Resources

Coping with COVID: Additional Employee Wellness/EFAP services

VCH Virtual Health website

Infection Prevention and Control (IPAC) website: Staff resources on how to assess, test and treat patients

and protect patients and staff.

Infection Prevention and Control Policy: Ministry of Health

VCH Regional Pandemic Outbreak Response Plan: VCH Communicable Disease Control website

VCH Intranet: COVID-19 updates

REGIONAL AND LOCAL EOC ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURES

COVID-19 VCH-PHC Regional EOC

COVID-19 Vancouver Acute EOC

COVID-19 Vancouver Community EOC

COVID-19 Coastal EOC

COVID-19 Richmond EOC

COVID-19 Providence Health Care (PHC) EOC

The bulletins are distributed on Mondays and Thursdays. Past bulletins are available on the COVID-19 section of
our VCH staff intranet.
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