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VANCOUVER COASTAL HEALTH HONOURS NATIONAL DAY FOR TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION

By Vivian Eliopoulos, President and CEO, Vancouver Coastal Health

 

Tomorrow, on the first National Day for Truth and Reconciliation, Vancouver Coastal Health will commemorate the history and legacy of

residential schools, to remember those who were lost and to honour the healing journey of survivors, families and communities. This day

will serve as an opportunity to advance reconciliation with Indigenous peoples and to recommit to understanding the truth of our shared

history.

 

As a health-care organization, Vancouver Coastal Health has an important role in advancing truth and reconciliation and addressing the

existing health disparities and inequities in our systems. This is a responsibility we take seriously. Led by our Aboriginal Health team, we

commit to continuously working to ensure Indigenous knowledge and expertise is embedded throughout our health authority. We do this

through sharing training opportunities and resources, creating welcoming spaces and supporting staff, medical staff and patients to ensure

culturally-safe care is provided.

 

This past week, we have been encouraging our Vancouver Coastal Health team members to honour the journey to reconciliation we are on

with Indigenous peoples through personal reflection, education and action. While the journey towards reconciliation will take time,

Vancouver Coastal Health is committed to building trust and feelings of inclusion and safety in our health-care system for Indigenous

patients and clients.

 

Let us mark tomorrow by taking a collective step forward, supporting one another in listening and learning  with humility as we journey

toward truth and reconciliation with Indigenous peoples in our communities and beyond.

VACCINATION

Vaccination update in long-term care and senior's assisted living homes

On September 28, Provincial Health Officer Dr. Bonnie Henry announced that residents in long-term care and assisted living will be offered

a third dose of COVID-19 vaccine in B.C. Vancouver Coastal Health is actively working with long-term care and seniors’ assisted living homes

to plan for the provision of third dose vaccinations. The vaccine offered for all third doses in these facilities is Moderna. 

 

Those with questions about the vaccination program’s third doses can visit the BC CDC website here. As always, this announcement has

meant being nimble and flexible as we quickly put this vaccination plan in place. 

VACCINATION

Mandatory vaccinations for all health-care workers

On September 13, 2021, the Provincial Health Officer (PHO) announced that all staff employees in the health sector will be required to be

fully (two doses) vaccinated against COVID-19 by October 26, 2021. This expands the current requirement, which applies to workers in

long-term care, assisted living for seniors and other residential care settings, to other care settings. The written PHO Order in support of

this announcement, with specific details, is expected to be issued in the coming days. Thank you to all of our staff who have already been

vaccinated. Your actions have helped ensure the safety of your colleagues and patients, clients and residents of Vancouver Coastal Health.

 

For any staff who still have questions about COVID-19 vaccines, detailed information is available on the BC Centre for Disease Control

website found here.

 

We understand that the PHO Order will require staff in acute care hospitals, home support and any staff who interact with clients, patients

or residents in facility and community care settings such as adult day care, mental health services, home nursing care, nursing support

services and laboratory and diagnostic facilities to receive a second vaccine does on or before October 25, 2021. It is unknown at this time

whether it will apply to other settings or to other services. If you work in any of these settings or services and are not yet vaccinated, it is

important that you are vaccinated immediately in order to avoid employment consequences. The following deadlines apply:

 

September 27, 2021 – Deadline for first dose of vaccine: In order to meet the October 26, 2021 deadline, one must have received the first

dose on or before Sept. 27, 2021.

 

October 25, 2021 – Deadline for second does of vaccine: After you have received your first dose, you must receive your second dose on or

before October 25, 2021.

 

October 26, 2021 – Both vaccine doses required to work: If you have not received your second does before October 26, 2021, you will not

be permitted to work, which will result in a loss of pay and other employment consequences.

 

Do not wait – get vaccinated as soon as possible If you have any questions about this upcoming requirement, please contact your manager

or HR advisor. For more information on the PHO Order, please click here.

SEA-TO-SKY TEACHERS STAND IN SOLIDARITY WITH HEALTH-CARE WORKERS

On Sept. 21, educators gathered in front of Squamish General Hospital to cheer on and offer candy to health-care workers who help keep

the community healthy. Sea to Sky Teachers Association president April Lowe said that teachers wanted to show their appreciation for

health-care workers who have been having a tough time amid anti-vaccine demonstrations across the province. She added that teachers

have been showing their support to health-care workers in Whistler and Pemberton as well. Read the story published in The Squamish Chief

 here.

MEDICAL STAFF (PHYSICIANS, NURSE PRACTITIONERS, MIDWIVES & DENTISTS)

Visitation

Q. When will the visiting restrictions change for our mental health patients? One hour a day and one visitor is not in this population’s best

interest.

 

A. The mental well-being of our clients and patients is essential. They should be able to have visitors. New guidance for visitors to acute

care was released on Aug. 30. There are no more essential versus social visits; they’re all just visits, and you may have two visitors at a time

(other than in critical care and emergency where it is limited to one). If the restrictions at your site still follow the outdated guidance, reach

out to your Public Health, IPAC, or your People Safety representative and, we’ll help rectify the current practices. 

 

Medical staff Q&A were generated during Sep. 15 Medical Staff Forum. Click here for the YouTube recording of the Sept. 15 Medical Staff

Forum. The a/v recording, full transcripts and updated list of Q&A (Q&A living document) are now available on the Medical Staff COVID-19

intranet.

UPDATE ON NEW AND EXISTING COVID-19 CASES – September 29, 2021

B.C. is reporting 813 new cases of COVID-19, for a total of 186,245 cases in the province.

6,185 active cases

Fraser: 303 for a total of 2,316 cases

Vancouver Coastal Health: 102 for a total of 911 cases

Interior Health: 208 for a total of 1,281 cases

Northern Health: 118 for a total of 915 cases

Island Health: 82 for a total of 704 cases

People who normally reside outside of Canada: 0 new case for a total of 58 cases

340 hospitalized

146 currently admitted to ICU

177,729 people who tested positive have recovered

11 new death have been reported, for an overall total of 1,953

As of Wednesday, Sept. 29, 2021, 87.9% (4,074,112) of eligible people 12 and older in B.C. have received their first dose of COVID-19

vaccine and 80.8% (3,745,457) have received their second dose.

In addition, 88.4% (3,823,614) of all eligible adults in B.C. have received their first dose and 81.6% (3,529,426) received their second dose.

Click here to see more updates on the BC COVID-19 Dashboard

COVID-19 DATA

More COVID-19 data, including for long-term care, assisted living and independent living sites, is available on the B.C. Centre for Disease
Control (BCCDC) website, including outbreak and case information.

Visit the BCCDC site →

KEY LINKS

Text Alerts: Physician sign up keyword: COVID19

Text Alerts:  Staff sign up keyword: ALERT            

Staff supports during COVID-19                              

Medical staff resources during COVID-19             

TOOLS AND RESOURCES

BC COVID-19 Symptom Self-Assessment Tool

Wellness Together Canada: Mental Health and Substance Use Support

COVID-19 Multilingual Resources

LifeWorks Employee and Family Assistance Program Services 

VCH Virtual Health website

Infection Prevention and Control (IPAC) website: Staff resources on how to assess, test and treat patients and protect patients and

staff.

Infection Prevention and Control Policy: Ministry of Health

VCH Regional Pandemic Outbreak Response Plan: VCH Communicable Disease Control website

VCH Intranet: COVID-19 updates

REGIONAL AND LOCAL EOC ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURES

COVID-19 VCH-PHC Regional EOC

COVID-19 Vancouver Acute EOC

COVID-19 Vancouver Community EOC

COVID-19 Coastal EOC

COVID-19 Richmond EOC

COVID-19 Providence Health Care (PHC) EOC

COMMENTS OR QUESTIONS?

Please click here to submit questions or comments.

REMINDER ABOUT MEDIA

If you receive a media inquiry, please contact our Public Affairs team immediately for support. Our media line is 604-202-2012 or email

media@vch.ca.

The bulletins are distributed on Wednesdays. Past bulletins are available on the COVID-19 section of our VCH staff intranet.

Copyright © 2021 Vancouver Coastal Health Authority. All rights reserved. 

http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/covid-19/covid-19-vaccine/vaccine-registration-eligibility
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/about-bc-s-health-care-system/office-of-the-provincial-health-officer/covid-19/covid-19-pho-order-vaccination-status-information.pdf
https://www.squamishchief.com/in-the-community/sea-to-sky-teachers-stand-in-solidarity-with-healthcare-workers-4360782
http://www.bccdc.ca/Health-Professionals-Site/Documents/COVID19_VisitorsAcuteCare.pdf
https://youtu.be/Z1NlhQGVAhw
https://one.vch.ca/covid19/for-medical-staff
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/a6f23959a8b14bfa989e3cda29297ded
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/covid-19/data
https://localtextmarketers.net/vancouver_coastal_health/?k=e6YoGtzKn9VjioUk
https://broadcast.localtextmarketers.net/vch_staff/?k=e6YoGtzKn9VjioUk
https://my.vch.ca/covid19/staff-support
https://my.vch.ca/covid19/medicalstaff
https://covid19.thrive.health/
https://ca.portal.gs/
https://digem.med.ubc.ca/covid-19-multilingual-resources/
https://one.vch.ca/working-here/health-safety-wellness/wellness
https://my.vch.ca/dept-project/Virtual-Health
http://ipac.vch.ca/Pages/Emerging-Issues.aspx
https://my.vch.ca/news-discussion-site/Documents/Infection-Prevention-and-Control-for-Novel-Coronavirus.pdf
https://sneezesdiseases.com/resource/vch-regional-pandemic-outbreak-response-plans
https://my.vch.ca/news-discussion/novel-coronavirus-update
https://my.vch.ca/news-discussion-site/Documents/EOC-structure-VCH-PHC.pdf
https://my.vch.ca/news-discussion-site/Documents/EOC-structure-VCH-PHC.pdf
https://my.vch.ca/news-discussion-site/Documents/Visio-EOC-structure-VCH-VC.pdf
https://my.vch.ca/news-discussion-site/Documents/EOC-structure-VCH-Coastal-CoC-v1.4.pdf
https://my.vch.ca/news-discussion-site/Documents/EOC-structure-VCH-RH-CoC.pdf
https://my.vch.ca/news-discussion-site/Documents/EOC-structure-PHC.pdf
mailto:RegionalEOC@vch.ca
mailto:media@vch.ca?subject=COVID-19%20media%20inquiry
https://my.vch.ca/covid19
https://my.vch.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/VCHhealthcare
https://twitter.com/VCHhealthcare
https://www.instagram.com/vchhealthcare
https://www.linkedin.com/company/vancouver-coastal-health
https://www.youtube.com/c/VCHhealthcare

