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GRATITUDE

Showing thanks and appreciation to Lions Gate Hospital staff and medical staff

A celebration of the amazing staff and medical staff at Lions Gate Hospital (LGH) was coordinated by the LGH Foundation on September 9.

Wraps, snacks, beverages and a sweet treat were given to all staff who ventured down to the outdoor terrace by the main entrance. There

were also a few surprise–and-delight elements as well with donated gift baskets and a 50/50 booth set up by the foundation.

Read the full story on the oneVCH intranet →

COVID-19 VACCINATIONS

Proof of vaccination to visit health-care settings

On Tuesday, Oct. 5, Provincial Health Officer Dr. Bonnie Henry announced updates to the visitor policy for long-term care and all other

health-care settings. Starting Oct. 12, visitors to long-term care and assisted living homes will need to show their vaccine card for proof of

full immunization.

 

Starting Oct. 26, in line with the orders around health-care workers in acute-care and community-care settings, to visit in acute-care

settings, you must also show you are fully vaccinated. Those who are not fully vaccinated will not be able to visit in health-care settings.

However, there will be exceptions for certain situations like end-of-life and palliative care.

COVID-19 VACCINATIONS

Vaccinations for all B.C. health-care workers

On Sept. 13, 2021, Provincial Health Officer (PHO) Dr. Bonnie Henry announced that all health-care workers will need to be vaccinated

against COVID-19. Although final details will be confirmed when the PHO order is issued, we anticipate it will include all staff and physicians

employed by B.C. health authorities, as well as all students, researchers, fee-for-service/contract physicians, and all individuals and

contractors who work, study or volunteer at our sites. We expect the order will come into effect on Oct. 26, 2021, but cannot confirm

details until the order is available. Based on this, our current understanding is that the last date an individual must receive their first dose of

COVID-19 vaccine to continue working is Oct. 25, 2021 (to be confirmed by the official PHO order). 

 

In reaching out now, our intent is to give all those impacted by the pending order as much notice as possible to take action and make

informed decisions. We will provide updates as more information become available, when the PHO order is posted in the coming days.

 

Please visit http://www.vch.ca/covid-19/covid-19-vaccine for information about COVID-19 vaccines and an up-to-date list of clinics in the

VCH region. Everyone has the right to make their own, personal decisions about vaccination. However, it’s critically important to recognize

that, by choosing to remain unvaccinated or partially vaccinated, members of our workforce will experience significant impacts. At the

personal level, there will be employment consequences. At the organizational and health-sector level, this decision will have a negative

impact on an individual’s peers, patients, clients and VCH operations.

 

Helpful resources

 

If you have questions or you are feeling hesitant about the vaccine, we encourage you to: 

Speak to your health-care provider

Review the vaccine info on VCH.ca

Review the vaccine information on the BCCDC website

Visit the Vaccine Considerations page if they are pregnant, planning to get pregnant or breastfeeding and have related concerns

MEDICAL STAFF (PHYSICIANS, NURSE PRACTITIONERS, MIDWIVES & DENTISTS

COVID-19 Virtual Medical Staff Forum - Oct. 20, 2021

The shortage of health human resource (HHR) is affecting us all in various ways. On Oct 20, our panelists will come together to hear from

you, and share what plans are in the works. Let them know how the VCH HHR situation is affecting you & your work, and share your ideas

or successes on ways to help address the situation. A live Slido session will enable you to provide your feedback during the session.

 

COVID-19 Updates & Build Back Better - Coming together to address the health human resource shortage

Date: Oct 20,2021

Time: 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.

 

All Medical Staff including Medical Leaders are encouraged to attend. Include your voice in the discussion!

 

Panelists: Dr. Ross Brown, Dr. Patty Daly, Vivian Eliopoulos, Dr. Chad Kim Sing (Host), and Dr. Titus Wong.

 

We want to hear from you! Add your comments in advance on the Zoom registration link, or via email to: laurie.kilburn@vch.ca.

 

REGISTER AT:  https://bit.ly/3AkxwX6

 

For more reading on this topic, refer to the following: HBR.Org – building capacity to handle demand surges; Global News – health-care

capacity COVID19; Advisory board – workforce recovery; Policy Options – addressing HHR.

MEDICAL STAFF (PHYSICIANS, NURSE PRACTITIONERS, MIDWIVES & DENTISTS

Medical Staff COVID-19 Q&A 

Q: I’m concerned about the safety of full waiting rooms. What are the plans to improve access to the VCH Emergency Dept, Critical care &

procedures going forward?

 

A: One of the concerns with the public health measures put in place at the beginning of COVID-19 was physical distancing and how it limited

access to health care. Things have now changed. We’re dealing with a population where a significant number of people are vaccinated and

have a much lower risk of infection. We’re putting masks on everyone who comes into the waiting room based on the IPAC guidance and

you do not need to physically distance. There has been no evidence of transmission occurring in our ED waiting rooms. I’m  confident this is

safe both in ED waiting rooms as well as in our community offices as long as we follow the most recent IPAC guidance (community, acute).

 

Waiting rooms are busy and it’s not just in ED, we’re seeing pre-pandemic volumes with many sick people coming in. Many who need

reassurance. It’s important that people can access the care they need. Access to ED and critical care is a complex process. We’ve had to

change some of our OR slates and adjust for the demand and the HR challenges. There isn’t a silver bullet answer, but this is something that

is discussed at every Community of Care and every site, every day. The recent MoH letter encourages doctors about resuming in-person

care. We hope the new guidance that removes the need to physically distance in waiting rooms will allow people to feel more comfortable.

 

The question & answer were generated during the Sept. 15 Medical Staff Forum. For the YouTube video recording of the Sept. 15 Medical

Staff forum click here and for the full list of Q&A (Q&A living document), as well as the session transcripts and slides, please visit the Medical

Staff COVID-19 intranet.

FLU IMMUNIZATION

Staff flu clinics now open

Getting the flu shot is one of the most important things you can do to protect yourself and those around you. Whether it is for you, your

team, your patients or your family, the reasons are all around you.

 

Staff flu clinics are now open and you are encouraged to pre-book your immunization appointments online at your preferred site location,

date and time. Drop-ins will also be accommodated, depending on the volume of appointments.

 

Don’t forget to self-report your immunization status for a chance to win a prize.

Book your appointment here →

UPDATE ON NEW AND EXISTING COVID-19 CASES – October 7, 2021

B.C. is reporting 624 new cases of COVID-19, for a total of 191,748 cases in the province.

5,929 active cases

Fraser: 258 new cases for a total of 2,323 active cases

Vancouver Coastal Health: 78 for a total of 823 active cases

Interior Health: 118 for a total of 1,142 cases

Northern Health: 91 for a total of 813 active cases

Island Health: 79 for a total of 770 cases

People who normally reside outside of Canada: 0 new cases for a total of 58 active cases

373 hospitalized

132 currently admitted to ICU

183,406 people who tested positive have recovered

0 new deaths have been reported, for an overall total of 1,983

As of Thursday, Oct. 7, 2021, 88.5% (4,103,158) of eligible people 12 and older in B.C. have received their first dose of COVID-19 vaccine

and 82.1% (3,804,517) received their second dose. In addition, 89.0% (3,849,682) of all eligible adults in B.C. have received their first dose

and 82.8% (3,582,130) received their second dose.

 

Click here to see more updates on the BC COVID-19 Dashboard

COVID-19 DATA

More COVID-19 data, including for long-term care, assisted living and independent living sites, is available on the B.C. Centre for Disease
Control (BCCDC) website, including outbreak and case information.

Visit the BCCDC site →

KEY LINKS

Text Alerts: Physician sign up keyword: COVID19

Text Alerts:  Staff sign up keyword: ALERT            

Staff supports during COVID-19                              

Medical staff resources during COVID-19             

TOOLS AND RESOURCES

BC COVID-19 Symptom Self-Assessment Tool

Wellness Together Canada: Mental Health and Substance Use Support

COVID-19 Multilingual Resources

LifeWorks Employee and Family Assistance Program Services 

VCH Virtual Health website

Infection Prevention and Control (IPAC) website: Staff resources on how to assess, test and treat patients and protect patients and

staff.

Infection Prevention and Control Policy: Ministry of Health

VCH Regional Pandemic Outbreak Response Plan: VCH Communicable Disease Control website

VCH Intranet: COVID-19 updates

REGIONAL AND LOCAL EOC ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURES

COVID-19 VCH-PHC Regional EOC

COVID-19 Vancouver Acute EOC

COVID-19 Vancouver Community EOC

COVID-19 Coastal EOC

COVID-19 Richmond EOC

COVID-19 Providence Health Care (PHC) EOC

COMMENTS OR QUESTIONS?

Please click here to submit questions or comments.

REMINDER ABOUT MEDIA

If you receive a media inquiry, please contact our Public Affairs team immediately for support. Our media line is 604-202-2012 or email

media@vch.ca.

The bulletins are distributed on Wednesdays. Past bulletins are available on the COVID-19 section of our VCH staff intranet.
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