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COVID-19 VACCINATIONS

Vaccinations for all health-care workers in B.C.

Thank you to all of our staff for continuing to follow Public Health safety measures throughout the pandemic. Your actions have helped

ensure the safety of your colleagues and the patients, clients and residents of VCH.

 

On Oct. 14, 2021, the Provincial Health Officer (PHO) order for all employees in the health sector, Hospital and Community (Health Care and

Other Services) COVID-19 Vaccination Status Information and Preventive Measures, was issued. The order states that all health-care staff,

contracted staff and students, including corporate and excluded staff, must have at least one dose of the COVID-19 vaccine by Oct. 26,

2021 to work, regardless of their work location (on-site or remote).

VCH staff who have not yet received any dose of the COVID-19 vaccine by Oct. 26 will be placed on unpaid leave for two weeks, and

may return to work seven days after receiving their first dose.

VCH staff who have received one dose as of Oct. 25 may continue working.

Staff must receive the second dose 28 to 35 days after receiving the first dose, and follow the appropriate PPE guidelines until seven

days after their second dose.

All new staff will be required to be fully vaccinated to begin work as of Oct. 26.

We respect everyone’s right to make their own personal decisions about vaccination, and we support you in making an informed decision. It

is also important to recognize that, by choosing to remain unvaccinated or partially vaccinated, you may be subject to eventual

termination.

 

If you are seeking a medical exemption to this order, please follow the Guidelines for Request for Reconsideration (Exemption) Process,

which includes completing and submitting the Medical Deferral Form.

 

If you have been vaccinated but your record does not reflect it, please email immunizationrecord.gov.bc.ca immediately to update your

immunization record and send proof of vaccination to hrteam@vch.ca.

 

If you are not yet fully vaccinated, you can register for a vaccine appointment or visit a drop-in clinic. If you’re avoiding your COVID-19

vaccine doses because you have a fear of needles, the immunizing team can help make receiving your vaccination as easy as possible, with

options that might include a private appointment, the ability to lie down while receiving your shot, and other supportive measures. Send an

email to getcovidimmunized@vch.ca or call 604-301-2277 to learn more.

 

Helpful resources:

VCH is committed to ensuring that our staff and medical staff are fully supported and informed in making their decision. If you have

questions about health concerns, vaccine safety, efficacy or development, the following resources are available to you:

BCCDC website

Health Canada COVID-19 vaccine information

VCH Physician Occupational Health & Safety (POSH) – contact COVID@ubc.ca to connect with physicians and medical students

specializing in public health related medical concerns.

oneVCH - vaccine hesitancy

Your family physician

For questions related to stress, leaves, accommodations or medical exceptions, please contact PeopleHealth@vch.ca. If you require

additional support, VCH staff, medical staff and their families can access counselling, critical incident stress management, wellness services

by telephone any time, 24/7, by calling LifeWorks at 1-833-533-1577.

VCH COVID-19 INNOVATION

VCH launches first accredited PPE testing lab in Western Canada

Western Canada's first accredited personal protective equipment (PPE) lab specializing in testing and validating PPE is a pandemic-driven

innovation by Vancouver Coastal Health (VCH), with support from the Ministry of Health and the Provincial Health Services Authority

(PHSA), to help protect health-care worker, patients and frontline workers from COVID-19.

 

"The safety of our health-care and frontline workers continues to be a top priority as we prepare our health-care system and our province

for long-term management of COVID-19, said Adrian Dix, Minister of Health. “This collaborative effort demonstrates B.C.'s leadership

in innovative solutions in the face of challenges brought on by the pandemic, and dedication to staff and patient safety."

 

To read more about the PPE lab, please click here.

MEDICAL STAFF (PHYSICIANS, NURSE PRACTITIONERS, MIDWIVES & DENTISTS)

Medical Staff COVID-19 Q&A

Q: Is there evidence of how long immunity lasts after the second dose with the intervals used in B.C.?

 

A: We are not seeing waning immunity in B.C. which is good news. We are fortunate to have real time vaccine effectiveness analysis in B.C.

as well as our Physician Occupational Safety and Health( POSH team) looking at this specifically for medical staff. BC's Centre for Disease

Control physician Dr. Skowronski’s data on vaccine effectiveness shows that a longer interval between the first and second dose provides

better protection. The effectiveness data is similar no matter the vaccine and holds true for the Delta variant as for other variants.

 

In B.C., we decided to increase the interval mainly to maximize the number of people who received the first dose. There is some evidence

now that for a shorter interval (3-4 weeks) the protection is not as effective as those that had a longer interval. 

This perhaps explains why we are not seeing the waning of immunity as compared to those countries that went with a minimal interval

between doses.

 

The question & answer were generated during the Oct. 20 Medical Staff Forum. YouTube video recording of the Oct. 20 Medical Staff as

well as the session transcripts and slides will be posted shortly. For previous sessions, please visit the Medical Staff COVID-19 intranet

UPDATE ON NEW AND EXISTING COVID-19 CASES – October 21, 2021

B.C. is reporting 715 new cases of COVID-19, for a total of 200,249 cases in the province.

4,965 active cases

Fraser: 285 for a total of 1,971 cases

Vancouver Coastal Health: 60 for a total of 686 cases

Interior Health: 137 for a total of 808 cases

Northern Health: 172 for a total of 937 cases

Island Health: 61 for a total of 504 cases

People who normally reside outside of Canada: 0 new case for a total of 59 cases

377 hospitalized

136 currently admitted to ICU

192,819 people who tested positive have recovered

4 new death have been reported, for an overall total of 2,096

As of Thursday, Oct. 21, 2021, 89.4% (4,141,865) of eligible people 12 and older in B.C. have received their first dose of COVID-19 vaccine

and 83.8% (3,883,585) received their second dose. In addition, 89.8% (3,884,354) of all eligible adults in B.C. have received their first dose

and 84.4% (3,652,493) received their second dose.

Click here to see more updates on the BC COVID-19 Dashboard

COVID-19 DATA

More COVID-19 data, including for long-term care, assisted living and independent living sites, is available on the B.C. Centre for Disease
Control (BCCDC) website, including outbreak and case information.

Visit the BCCDC site →

KEY LINKS

Text Alerts: Physician sign up keyword: COVID19

Text Alerts:  Staff sign up keyword: ALERT            

Staff supports during COVID-19                              

Medical staff resources during COVID-19             

TOOLS AND RESOURCES

BC COVID-19 Symptom Self-Assessment Tool

Wellness Together Canada: Mental Health and Substance Use Support

COVID-19 Multilingual Resources

LifeWorks Employee and Family Assistance Program Services 

VCH Virtual Health website

Infection Prevention and Control (IPAC) website: Staff resources on how to assess, test and treat patients and protect patients and

staff.

Infection Prevention and Control Policy: Ministry of Health

VCH Regional Pandemic Outbreak Response Plan: VCH Communicable Disease Control website

VCH Intranet: COVID-19 updates

REGIONAL AND LOCAL EOC ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURES

COVID-19 VCH-PHC Regional EOC

COVID-19 Vancouver Acute EOC

COVID-19 Vancouver Community EOC

COVID-19 Coastal EOC

COVID-19 Richmond EOC

COVID-19 Providence Health Care (PHC) EOC

COMMENTS OR QUESTIONS?

Please click here to submit questions or comments.

REMINDER ABOUT MEDIA

If you receive a media inquiry, please contact our Public Affairs team immediately for support. Our media line is 604-202-2012 or email

media@vch.ca.

The bulletins are distributed on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Past bulletins are available on the COVID-19 section of our VCH staff intranet.
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